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MINUTES 

SELECT BOARD 
TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH 

Tuesday, November 17, 2020 – 5:00 PM 
1 Grove Street, Peterborough, New Hampshire 

 
Present: Tyler Ward, Bill Taylor, Ed Juengst 
Also Present: Rodney Bartlett, Nicole MacStay, Alison Kreutz, Chief Ed Walker 
      

The meeting was broadcast live on Ustream, Facebook, YouTube, and Channel 22 (Comcast).  
 
Chair Ward opened the meeting at 5:00 PM.  
 
COVID-19 Update – Chief Ed Walker 
Draft Travel Policy, Quarantine, and Remote Work Update 
Chief Walker said Peterborough currently has 8 active cases and 34 cumulative cases. There is a trend of 
rising cases locally, regionally, and nationally. This is probably due to groups of people socializing with other 
groups that had not previously been in their ‘bubble.’ He continued our school district and communities have 
done very well, but “it’s not something we’re out of yet.” The Governor recently modified state’s travel 
guidance. Those who travel outside of the New England states for nonessential travel have to quarantine 14 
days, or get tested after 7 days. Peterborough has been fortunate that we have been able to maintain all our 
services for our community. The importance of remaining vigilant has been reiterated to town staff. 
“Everyone should use common sense.” 
 
Draft Mask Ordinance 
Ms. MacStay said she spoke with a number of town managers, administrators and officials and reviewed 
various ordinances - “They really run the gamut.” Peterborough has a charter form of government, but it 
doesn’t address emergency orders, so we are relying on state law, specifically RSA 147:1, which is specific to 
health officers and health department rules. The draft would require that business owners require patrons to 
wear a face covering, whether in office spaces, retail settings, or restaurants. It essentially mimics state law, 
but adds a fine. If businesses aren’t requiring customers/visitors to wear a mask, the first instance would 
result in a warning, and a $200 fine would be issued for subsequent violations.  
Chair Ward said it could be helpful for businesses who were finding it difficult to require patrons to wear 
masks. 
Mr. Juengst agreed: “If people want to go to a store…they can be assured that people will most likely be 
wearing masks.” 
Chair Ward said the draft is available for people to review on the Town website, within the Select Board 
packet, and encouraged them to read it.  
 
Ms. MacStay said the ordinance will posted and published in the paper, and, though not required, it would be 
good practice to hold a public hearing. Residents can submit questions or comments via email or Facebook. 
Public forum will be held via Zoom and the Select Board will vote whether to adopt the ordinance.  
 
Mr. Taylor asked Chief Walker if he could speak to the effectiveness of an ordinance.  
Chief Walker answered that mask use is effective, but he didn’t know if an ordinance would increase mask 
use. He felt the issue was most often resolved using education.  
Mr. Taylor said the biggest factor in transmission have been groups of people who know each other 
socializing.  
Ms. MacStay there has been lots of evidence around the state of community transmission.  
 
Mr. Juengst asked if the ordinance would apply to churches, and said he knows of people within the 
community who go to church services without wearing masks.  
Ms. MacStay said religious institutions were not addressed within the draft ordinance, but that language could 
be added if the Select Board wished. She added that organizations and institutions that are not businesses all 
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retain the right to post that masks are required for entry and may monitor visitors to make sure they are 
adhering to the request.  
 
Mr. Juengst said he hoped the Select Board’s discussion would help bring awareness to the issue.  
 
Mr. Taylor said that business owners would not be likely to call and report non-compliance if it would result 
in them getting fined.  
Ms. MacStay said the police would not fine the business owner in the instance that they reported a customer 
who refused to wear a mask – that would be a case of trespass, and businesses would not be punished for 
that.  
 
Mr. Taylor said he wasn’t sure how the police were supposed to prioritize reports with everything else they 
had going on on a daily basis.  
Ms. MacStay said it has been discussed with Chief Guinard, and it was “absolutely a valid concern.” 
Mr. Taylor said it was what concerned him most, that the police could be tied up with reports when more 
significant issues could be happening.  
 
Chief Walker said a report results in police having a conversation with the business owner, and that there 
haven’t been many reports of customers refusing to wear masks. Typically the issue has been store employees 
not wearing masks, often for a medical reason, or people not wearing masks as a result of not having 
adequate information/education about the issue, but a conversation can help resolve that. 
 
Chair Ward said the initial warning would then serve to educate people, which is very valuable, as Chief 
Walker had mentioned.  
 
Mr. Juengst said “this is not going after individuals…it’s supporting the business owners’ ability to do what 
they probably want to do anyways.” 
 
Mr. Taylor said “but they already have that power, right?” 
Chief Walker replied that currently issues are reported to the Attorney General’s office. With this ordinance, 
non-compliance would be a violation of a local rule, and violations could be addressed at local circuit court, 
and be subject to local law enforcement process, rather than state Attorney General process.  
 
Mr. Taylor if business owners had been consulted. 
Chair Ward asked if Mr. Taylor was volunteering, and Mr. Taylor said he would be happy to do what he 
could.  
Ms. MacStay added that a master contact list for local business existed and could be utilized for this. Via 
Facebook, Community & Economic Development Coordinator Karen Hatcher said she could do it.  
 
Ms. MacStay said the draft ordinance would be posted and the public hearing will be scheduled.  
 
Appointment of Danica Melone to Southwest Regional Planning Commission Brownfields Advisory Committee 
Chair Ward said it seemed like this was the “perfect appointment” for Ms. Melone. Mr. Bartlett, who had 
long served on the Brownfields Advisory Committee, agreed that Ms. Melone would be a perfect fit.  
Motion: Chair Ward made a motion to appoint Danica Melone to Southwest Regional Planning Commission 
Brownfields Advisory Committee. 
Vote: Mr. Taylor seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Town Administrator Announcement  
Chair Ward congratulated Ms. MacStay on her acceptance of the position of Town Administrator. Chair 
Ward said they have watched Ms. MacStay navigate many challenging situations ....and “I’m delighted you 
accepted the position.” 
Ms. MacStay read the following statement: 

Tyler, Bill, Ed, I am grateful for this promotion, and also the trust you have put in me to do the job well.   
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Thank you for this opportunity to continue to serve Peterborough and give back to the community that 
has been home to myself and four generations of my family.   
I also want to thank Barbara Miller and Karen Hatcher who also supported this succession plan and 
provided me the opportunity to prove myself capable of taking on the challenges of managing this 
vibrant town. 
Rodney, the input you have given me and the confidence in my work you have shown during these last 
five years has been so valuable in helping me develop professionally; I can't thank you enough.   
I want to acknowledge Pam Brenner's mentorship; she gave me every opportunity to listen and learn as 
she conducted the day-to-day business of Town Administrator, and was the first to show confidence in 
my ability to learn and take on new responsibilities.  Her investment in me played an enormous part in 
why I am here today. 
Also, I want to thank the team of department directors and staff I get to work with every day. They are 
an amazing group of professionals that any community would be lucky to have.  I am thrilled to be 
given the opportunity to continue to work with them in service to our residents.   
Together, with the vision and work that you as a board and all the other volunteers give to us, 
Peterborough is a good town to live in, and together we will keep it that way.   

 
Mr. Juengst said that he and Ms. MacStay had spent a lot of time together during his previous years as a Select 
Board member, and he said there was “no question in his mind that…this is the right thing for the town.”  
Mr. Taylor said he was happy Ms. MacStay accepted the position and “there is no one that’s more qualified 
for this position.” He added that Ms. MacStay has “known this town her entire life.”  
 
Chair Ward said Mr. Bartlett had “nothing but good things to say” in recommending Ms. MacStay for the 
position.  
 
Board and Committee Appointments 
Motion: Chair Ward made a motion to appoint Sarah Steinberg Heller and Eddie Gomez to the Master Plan 
Steering Committee. 
Vote: Mr. Juengst seconded. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Juengst added that the whole committee was “a great group.”  
 
Review and Approval of Select Board Minutes  
Motion: Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve the Select Board Minutes of October 6th and October 20th, 
2020. 
Vote: Mr. Juengst seconded. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Authority to Borrow – Cold Stone Springs Project 
Ms. MacStay explained that Mr. Bartlett needed to be authorized by the Board to apply to borrow funds for 
the Cold Stone Springs Project. She read the language of the Resolution for Authority to File and Designation 
of Authorized Representative: 
Whereas The Town of Peterborough, after thorough consideration of the nature of its drinking water system 
needs, hereby determines that the construction of certain works generally described as the Cold Stone Springs 
Well is desirable and in public interest, and to that end it is necessary to apply for assistance from the 
Drinking Water and Groundwater Trust Fund (DWGTF); and 
Whereas, the Applicant has examined and duly considered the provisions of RSA 485:F, which relate to the 
loans from the Drinking Water and Groundwater Trust Fund and deems it to be in the public interest to file 
a loan application and to authorize other actions in connection therewith; 
Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Select Board, the governing body of said Applicant, as follows: 

1. That the person holding the position of Town Administrator, currently held by Rodney Bartlett, is 
hereby designated as the Authorized Representative of the Applicant for the purpose of filing and 
application for a loan, furnishing such information, data, and documents pertaining to the applicant 
for a loan as may be required; and furnishing any and all other needed and appropriate documents 
needed to effectuate the Cold Stone Springs Water Supply Project to include DES State Revolving 
Fund Loan Application, grants, gifts, and other forms of assistance; and otherwise to act as the 
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Authorized Representative of the Applicant in connection with this application if such a loan be 
made, is the designated Authorized Representative of the applicant responsible for furnishing such 
information, data, and documents pertaining to disbursements for the loan.  

2. That if such a loan be made, the Application agrees to repay the loan as stipulated in the loan 
agreement. 

3. That a certified copy of this resolution be included as part of the application to be submitted for a 
loan.  

4. That the persons holding the following positions at the time of loan execution are authorized to sign 
the loan agreement binding the applicant to the terms and conditions of the loan: 

Town Administrator 
5. That if such loan be made, the Applicant agrees to make provisions for assuming proper and efficient 

operation and maintenance of the facilities after completion of the construction thereof.  
 
Motion: So moved by Chair Ward. 
Vote: Seconded by Mr. Taylor. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
 
Motion: Chair Ward made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:43 PM.  
Vote:  Mr. Taylor seconded. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Alison Kreutz, Administrative Assistant 

 
 
 
 
PETERBOROUGH  

        SELECT BOARD: 
 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Tyler Ward 
 
          
        ___________________________ 
        Bill Taylor 
 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Ed Juengst 
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